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4-2-1 Short Response: Research Plan Preparation
My two revised questions are as follows:
Q1. How did the Hiroshima atomic bombing affect the economic development of Japan?
I was attracted to this question because bombing of any nation is usually accompanied with huge economic impact to the affected nation. With this background knowledge I still want to know the specific influence that the atomic bombing had on the development of the Japanese economy to date.
Q2. What was the long-term effect of the atomic bombing on the international relationship between Japan and the United States of America?
My interest in relation to this question is that any act of war between two or more nations usually hurts the international relationship between the warring nations for a long time. However, this does not seem to be true between Japan and the US after the atomic bombing and that is why I want to dig deeper.
The primary source that I will use for this research is: Treat, J. W. (1996). Writing ground zero: Japanese literature and the atomic bomb. University of Chicago Press. The author of this book is Treat John Whittier. This is a very reliable source as it borrows heavily from the stories of the best- known survivors of the Japanese atomic bombing. The book contains a deeper analysis of the post-bombing impact of the atomic bombs in both Hiroshima and Nagasaki on the economic and cultural establishments in Japan. This information will be particularly important in providing relevant answers to my first revised question for this project.
This primary source provides relevant support to my selected secondary sources as it gives details of how the Japanese government and the government of the United States of America have related since the atomic bombing during the war. Majority of the primary sources provide that the government of the United States of America has worked closely with the Japanese government and offered billions of dollars to help reconstruct and restructure the Japanese nation after the destructions caused by the atomic bombs during the war. This information has deep historic context that will be of great help to me in finding clear answers to my second revised question as I proceed with my research project.
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Many of the relevant resources I’ve found have come from the research kit provided for this class. The historical documents and reports within the Atomic Archive were very helpful. Two of the documents that I found to be of particular importance were Leo Szilard’s Petition to the President and The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The petition provided firsthand insight into the mind of one of the primary scientists working at Los Alamos. The Atomic Bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki is a report that was compiled by the Manhattan Engineer District of the US Army. This report provided a wealth of information in regard to the destruction and damage that the atomic bombs caused. In addition, the report also included an eyewitness account of the bombing of Hiroshima which gave me a firsthand perspective of a survivor. A few other useful primary sources that I found in the research kit were John Hersey’s Hiroshima and Harry Stimson’s The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb. Hiroshima provided additional accounts of survivors and The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb was really important in giving context to how the decision actually came about.
I identified other primary sources using the Shapiro Library. For example, from my search in the library, I found the website of a nuclear historian, Alex Wellerstein, which led me to a really great source on physicist J. Robert Oppenheimer, who was the director of the Manhattan Project. One of my initial questions was about the humanitarian impact of the bombs and researching this topic led me to several sources on Eleanor Roosevelt which were fantastic to read and get insight from, however, I ultimately realized that this was going to be too broad of a topic for me to cover in this paper.

